iyg                  The Mahabharata    A Criticism

advice to her sons was most laconic and pithy "Put
faith in righteousness, have minds ever great " The
departure of Dhntarashtra must have taken place a
few years after the horse-sacrifice , for be could not
have borne his ill-treatment for 18 years a% the pre-
'sent Mahabharata represents Two years after their
departure came the news of their death in a jungle
fire m the Himalayas, and the brothers were^ greatly
grieved to learn the news and performed their obse-
quies according to due form

Some years after this (the present Mahabharata gives
the period as 15 years ) came the news of the destruction
of the Yadavas  and the death  of Shnknshna      The
Yadavas were a turbulent people addicted to drink     In
revelry Satyaki once taunted Kntavarmawith the atrocity
of his action in the night surprise on the Pandava camp
The latter retorted and rebuked him for his dishonour-
able conduct m killing Bhunshrava and the two af once
drew their swords     Hundreds joined the combatants
and fell by eacn other's hand     Krishna himself toek part
in the fight on seeing his sons killed and slew many
At last he retired from the scene and while lyinj^m
meditation under a tree was shot by a hunter in the sole,
of his foot    Balarama too died a similar death, being
attacked by the local tribes, who must have been em-
boldened by the slaughter of the Yadavas among them-
selves

The news of the Yadavas fighting among themselves
a war as destructive as the Mah^bharata*war, leaving
only children and females alive in the city, caused great
concern to the Pandavas, and Arjuna hastened to